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Clobal Positioning

5E Angela and we her followers have
come a long way since she gathered
together a small company of Italian
wiaamien in 1535, Ulrsoalines, arfreing

i Canada friam Franee i TR0 weee
amowng e first wowmen religiocs i SNovth
America. French Usulines disermbarked
iry My CIrlegns fn 1727, Liesudires friam
Cerrmarny came 10 5L Loep i 1048, amd
:1_|-:I|'r|-|-r.l' 3 sohosnd in Mew Yok in 1855
|'.rln"- 1 e evenl |'-Ilu'?:‘.lilll'r|I|:.|r|£|'I'|'ZI iy |'||:|'
several 1500 anmiversary celebrations
of Ursiline presence and mimsicy i
e Arcidlfocese of SNeaw York i 2005
aned 2N,

Thus, fn this ssue of Bylines, we feaire
hwio pieces, one by Sr. Madeline Welch
art the oviginal foundation in New York,
and another by Carole G, Hogers an 5S¢
frasne Nehoarey (AMother Demis), I o
af her ten books, freme has explored the
erissiaans of the Lirsadines (o Canada,
Chirnt, Thailared, andd the woedem frondior
af the LS

But thats nor all, I News and Nabes, in
acteliborn to dermes about owr fracibiomne!

work of feaching, vou will read about

Lirsulinges prrosfesiing at the =5chool of
the Americas = in 'l'.l'r.l.rHr.l, WA I
an “ecodopical ™ farm i Mew ler £y
FIUFLEIErT 17 PN, FECeiving honors;

TRl II.'JH the waiwed £ e S ita aricd iy R

"-'n'l'_r:-:l.'.lrn: g fx focal © they wre And o ls
i virwrk ot Geaspe], I bhe wionkd we
M dr, hewwsene the “local® i« !_'n'-'n".l.rl' Arnid,
thgriks e to Cod, do 51 'l'""H"'I" anid o all
th founders wio e eded us, Lirsuiines
are “globally posittoned” to serve

Mamoy M. Mafone, OS50 Foflitoy

THREE YOUNG WOMEN

By Madeline Welch, OsSU

hree younsg women came from three cibes of the Aistno-German
Empire, having been drawn 1o the Amenican mission by a very persuasive
The persaader

was Mother Magdelan Stehlin of Oedenburg who in | 848 was the founder, and

mecruiten wno also .i.:.'p;l.lﬂ'l‘.""l”:r' wias @ talented fund-ramsern

for many years, superor of the Ursubne community in St Lows.

In 1854 M. Mapdelan was assembling all the ingredients of the Mew Yord

foundation, recruiting and rasing funds in Europe and negotiating a site and

|-_.u|Ir_1:||E': i Mdewr Yoark The thres faunders were Ao more han bty yoars
of ape when they arrneed in MewYork as part of the eleven German Lirsuline

-,||_'I|,'3,_l.:.' an that would infiate the new oundaton

It was a Gerran Ursulines (aundation, SLppor e I greal e Oy The
Lirsulme Commminity of Landshut, Brvara, But unlike many other Germman
Catholic endexaors of the nimetserth century from the gart s scope Wwis
wider than the German Catholic people. English was the languape ol the
school, 2nd before long, of the community; a5 new members were recened
from the Irish immagrant population

In 186, M. Mapdelan Stehlin and two compamsons from MNew Yook, moved on
{o make 3 third Amencan foundation in Michipan, ieanng teenty-seven vear old
ey, Mother Domunic YWess as supenor in MNew Tork, 2 positon to whech she

wits re-slected for the next forty-three years. Her kfe-long companions

Left to might:
Mother de Sales
Trediotr,

Heperemd Mother
Dhoorimdck Wiedss,
Mother Rose Helff,




in the endeawor were Mother Rose
Halff and Mother de Sales Tredow

The three women, who shared tabents
of cutture, music and language, of
enterprise and of human relations
provided a generation of leadership for
the Mew York foundation.

M. de Sales led the group that went to
5t Teresa's Parish in lower Manhattan
n |BY3 In 1BB| ths predominanthy
irish rwsteon became in independent
Lirsudine community and in stages
moved to Mew Rochelle, where it
established what became The Ursuline
School and later the Collepe of Mew
Rl huelle.

The onginal East Morrsania cormvent
and schoosl moved to Badford Park in
|B92, and one vear later members of
that ecmmunity weni to Wikmingtan,
Delaware, to sfafl a schoal from which
the Visitatson Sisters had withdraswn, In
i few years the Wilmington Ursulne
Commumnity was establshed as an
independent cormmunity

i 15 & testmorny 1o pood human
relations that these three Ursuline
communities all agreed to be part of
the newdy formed Raman Union in
1900, The schools and the coments
s provide Testmony 10 the success
of the loundersy endeavors. Their
‘letting go” of new foundations to

grow with & new generation of
leaders i testimony to the model of
Lirsuline leadership they expenanced
i Germany and passed on 1o ther
follorwers

In a shady comer of old 5t Raymond's
Cemetery in the Bronx, a single wuna-
dormed stone monument marks the
graves of these three women. |t reads

FOUNDERS
of the
UASULINES of New York
at E. Morrisania
1854
MOTHER M. F ne SALES TREDOW
Died May 15th, 1910
Aged 72 Years
In the 53rd Year of her
Raligious Pralession
Arv. MOTHER M. DOMINICK
KATHERINE WEISS
Died May 2nd 1314
Aged 79 Years
In the 6Oth Year af her
Raligious profession
MOTHER M. ROSE HELFF
Died Fobruary 7th, 1915
Aged 77 Years
In the 58t Year of her
Religious Profession
RIE

This simple marker s both a great
surnmation and a great memosal. it
o a surmmabon of events that hae

Ancidst Fvetr sisfers, a single mioauemen,
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drawn hundreds of young women 1o
Lirsubne [fe in Mew Yok and bevond,
and a surmmation of events that led 1o
the fourdatian of Cathalic schooks that
have educated and formed thousands
more. And it is a great memonal to
the possbility of what three very young
women can do together with ther fves

But what other trace have we of the
motivation and of the suctning beliefs
that caused our three founders 1o give
thair Ives in an alien and! They did not
leave us mystical writings nor letters or
conferences that prowde refllection on
their spirmul hes, thesr wew af their
o vacation, or the meaning of ther
redigous life,

Even more significantly. perhaps, they
laft 15 works of art that both affem
thessr spirthual ideals and indicate thesir
fidelty to their hertage. St Joseph
stands guard over the Bediord Fark
property as he had in the Ursuline

i
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thie mission ol the Lisuline Sisters by
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Comvent of St joseph in Landshut.
Inside the corvent, we find pantings of

Cher Lady of Landshut and of 5t Angela. |

The [atter fnape & smilar to that stll
found at Landshut and in many ather
European comvents. Althoush Anpela
15 vanously portrayed mn posture and

Or Lagly oof Lasdshat ad Bedford Park,
Ak thal you ane a mrother”

dress acoordmg to the custom of the
country, the pentings are wniform

1 EpEEyTE the open book and the
words: “Love God above all (super
ormnd) and your nelghbor as yoursell!

It it perhaps this insistent message
whath prosides the key to the call that
browught three young women to the
shore of the Mew World for a lifetinne

Madefine Welch, D5 an attormey, works
at the Community Lepal Asd Soceety
Wirmingtion, D

News and Notes

IN THE PURSUIT OF ‘“PEACE, JUSTICE, AND THE INTEGRITY OF
CREATION' (PJIC), Sr. Mary Sullivan, Province Coordinator of Social
Justice, spent ten days in Rome before Christmas meeting with thie Ursuline
international PIIC commission there (o exchange information about our
wiorldwide activities and to discuss “care of creation™ as the focus for the
Institute in 20046,

And on December 3, in her position as Director for Candidacy, Mary,

Sr. Claire O'Mara, and candidates Ann Dumas and Katie Calnon
attencled the ceremonies in Cleveland marking the 25th anniversary of
the murder of Sr. Dorothy Kazel, a Cleveland Ursuline and one of the four
church women martyred in El Salvador in 1980,

In November, Mary, and Sisters Mary Dowd, Teresa Byrne, Jean
Humphries, Patricia Schifini, and Dolores Yanshak were among
19,000 demonstrators at Forl Benning, Georgia, to call for the closing

al what was known as the “School of the Americas.” Its graduates were
implicated in the deaths of the four church women, six Jesuits and their
housekeepers, and Archbishop Oscar Romero. Sr. Sheila Murph':..f.

on sabbatical after completing two terms as superior of the Bediornd

‘ark community, went o El Salvador to take part in the anniversary
commemorations there. Sheila has been volunteering at Genesis Farm in
Mew Jersey, a learning center established by the Caldwell Dominicans o
enable people to “search for more authentic ways to live in harmony with
the natural world and each other”

OUR CONGRATULATIONS to the Ursulines who since the last Bylines
have been honored for their achievemenits and their service 1o their local
communities and beyoned,

Sr. Maureen Welch received the Paul Harris Award from the Malone
Rotary Club for exemplifying its motto, “Service Above Seli.” Also in the
North Country, 5r. Ann Peterson was the recipient of the first Vee Bee
Award, given by the North Star Behavioral Health Service in recognition
of her “dedication and clinical excellence.” And 5r. Teresa Byrne,

Community Coordinatar of ComLinks, the  (Continped on o 5)

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS

The Uirsuilines of the Eastern Provinge Invite You to Join in Celebrating 150 Years of
Lirznding Presesrce and Service in the Archdiocese of New York,

S FE THE LTRSS

Sunday, April 30 - 12th Annual Benefit Concert “Ursulines in Song
and Story,” at The Ursuline School, Aurianna Auditorium, New
Rochelle

Sunday, May 7 - Benefit reception honoring the Ursulines at the
Pelham Country Club

Saturday, June 17 - Thanksgiving Mass in celebration of the 150th
anniversary and for Ursuline friends and benefactors, at The College
of New Rochelle, Holy Family Chapel,
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WHERE ANGELA

HAS LED

by Carole Garibaldi Rogers

r. Irene Mahoney is perhaps best known by

many of us for what she accomplished before

the age of sixty, She was a college professor,
an acclaimed biographer, novelist, and playwright,
But what she has accomplished since then is
equally impressive. Traveling far from a sheltered
campus life i Mew Eochelle to Taiwan, mainland
China, Thailand,
Rome, Canada, and
Montana, she has
devoled hersell bo
recording the history
of the Ursuline nuns
whose missionary
seal led them to
remote areas of the
wiorld. Her skills as a
storyteller—so evident
in the classroom
and her novels and
biographies— have
aerved her well in the
engaging books she
has written about the
lives of these earlier Ursulines.

Whien | visitieed Sr, Irene this past autumn, our
conversation moved naturally from her own story
to those of women she clearly reveres. They are, one
t b

quickly sees, different facets of the same story
story of women Angela inspined.

After teaching from 1980-1982 in Taiwan and
retiring from full-time teaching at the College of New
Eochelle, St Irene became archivist for the Eastern
Province in 1989, That work, she says, “raised my
consciousness about the importance of what women
religious have done” and impelled her to share that
past with other people. Soon afterward, she was
invited to tell the story of the Ursaline mission in
China during its thirty-year |'|1.-114.:-:'].* fromm 1922-1952,
For the next five years, from 1991 to 1996, 5r. Irene
pored over letters and notes often written on both

sides of pages in fading ink; she gathered memories
and stories from sisters in Taiwan; she spent time

in Swatow, visiting the old convent and the new
cemetery. The result was Swatow: Urswlines im China,
published in 1996,

In hier Preface to the book, St Irene wrote:
“suddenly one is plunged into a work that is more
than work, a work that becomes a passion. The
China mission has been thal for me. [t has brought
together isolated experiences, wandering abilities,
unacknowledged dreams. It invaded my heart and
became my passion. No writer could ask for anything
better.”

She moved quickly——too quickly for her health—
into work on her next project, a history of the
Ursuline Missgion in Thailand during it first twenty
vears, from 1924 to 1945, Once again she pored over
old documents in archives and visited Thailand,
working for weeks in both Bangkok and Chieng Mai.
A Far Country: Ursuline Mission i Thatland 1924-1945
was published in 1999,

But working on foreign soil, preserving the lives
af earlier Ursulines, was not all S5r. Irene did during
| those years, In 1994 she organized a surimer writing
| project for eight Ursulines from different geographical
locations, of varying ages and occupations. They
came together in Cleveland to share with one another
their individual experences of religious life and
write essays that would convey them o others. 5r.
Irene wrote her own essay, served as editor for the
collection, and found a pl:h]i*.-iu'r. A Comparry of
Wonrtene: Journeys Throwgh the Feminine Expericnce of
Faith appeared in 1996,

Mot long after completing her work on the Thailand
mission, Sr. Irene received another request: to write a
history of the Western Provinee, including Montana,
Idaho, California, and Alaska. As she had in Thailand,
she saw the need to narrow the scope of the project,
and she decided o focus on the Montana mission.
Even then, she told me, “This project scared me. It
was an entirely new field. | wasn't familiar with the
TS OF .'ulll..||1===. 1 had (o leam Mative American
history. It was daunting.” Despite the difficulties,
she completed another book, Lady Blackrobes, to be
'|‘i|;:|'|_'l-|i.*i-|'|::"|;:| im 2006, In the meantime, Sister Irene has
privately printed “Far from Home,” a small eollection
of letters from the Montana missions. “These women
are good letter writers,” she says. “More than half of
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them didn't go through eighth
grade, but they have a sense
of what's exciting, of how to
describe an event.”

Sister [rene pauses. Then
she says, 1 love reading
other people’s letters.” She
has generously shared her
delight—not only in her books
but also in person in a variety
of settings. For three years,
she conducted a seven-day
immersion program, “Where
Angela Led,” at The Ursuline
Centre in Great Falls, Montana,
focusing on both the history
of various Indian nations and
the Upsuline missions. The
program will be held again
in the sumrmer of 2006 and
. Irene will again bring to
life the pioneer Ursulines of
WMontama,

Ask 5 Irene to sum up her work

over the past twenty-five years
and she is silent. Then, like the
college English professor she once
wiis, he quodes from a Henry
James short story: | “try to be a

person on whom nothing is lost.”
The daughters of Angela, and her
readers, far and wide, past and
present, have benefited from her
effort.

Sigfers Francls Xavier Rell, Trewe,
anal Thie frremds

Carole Garibaldi Rogers, CNR
"6l, ts i rertter, edifor, ard an aral
fistorian, She writes for magazines
and meespapers and has published six
foaks. She forst miferoietoed Sr Trene
in 1991 for Poverty, Ch.rhl!l}‘ ard
l.'_'imngt': Lives of Contemporary
Amercan MNuneg, e collection of
oral Mrslortes of wemen religions

Two af Sr. Irene's books ang
available [rom
the Peovinee Cenler
A Far L:'Ul.rﬂfl'lll'.'
Urenlire AMission
fef Tled tamed  1924- 19045
and
Sreatow: Wrsilines in Clobmi.
1338 Morth Avenue
Mew Rochelle, MY 105804
15105 & H included )

Mirase make cheees arpabhie i
Ursailine Provincalate, Ine

News and Notes

continued

Community Action Agency ol
Franklin County, received the
Employee of the Year award fl.'ll'.
among other things, having tripled
awareness of homelessness in the
COMmMLmity,

The Mew Rochielle Council of
Coanmiunily Services honored S,
Eileen Fane as the founder and
pxecutive director of the Adull
Learning Center of Ursuline Social
Cutreach, 51, Jean H;‘Ipl'tilt.‘
Micholson, now president of The
Lirsuline School, was recognized
as a ‘Humanitarian' at the MNew
Rochelle Chamber of Commerce’s
Waomen of Excellence Awards
Dinner, And at the annual juried
exhibit of the New Bochelle A
Association, Sr. Anne Thérése
Dillen was awarded a blue
ribbon and monetary first prize

in watercolor for her painting
"Gateway to the Gates."”

sr. Pascal Conforti got a Tony' at

the 2005 Helen Haves Awards Gala

| and Dinner Dance of 51, Vincent's
Midtown Hospital, receiving the
Inspiration Award tor 18 years spent
in pastoral ministry and as vice-

| president for mission at the hospital,
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News and Notes continued

In Wilmington, at the Recognition of Literacy Volunteers
Serving Adults, 5r. Laurence Montgomery's ten
years of service as a tutor was acknowledged; five

years ago, Lavrence received a plague from Lieutenant
Governor (now Governos) Ruth Ann Minner for the 700
hours she had already dedicated 1o witoring.

And in Orlando, at a solemn evening prayer in the
cathedral, 5r. Bernadette Mackay was a recipient of

Assistant Superintendent of Schools in the Diocese of
Wilmington, spoke on “Angela Merici: A Prototype
of Refounding Education.” Kathleen made her
presentation in Angela’s own Desanzano, where she
also led a guided tour.

Spreading the word in print: Se. Michelle Guerin's
article, “Cosmic Maother of the Aztecs: Our Lady of
Guadalupe,” (which first appeared in the journal
Anima) was featured in condensed form in the
American Vedantist, Sr. Martha Counihan's essay on
“Maother Irene Gill: Foundress of the College of New

the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice
papal award for the unique
educational program that
she has established in the
maountain villages of the
Dominican Republic.

MEANWHILE IN OTHER
VINEYARDS OF THE
LORD, after serving for
twelve years as principal of Saints Peter and Paul in
Mount Vernon, Sr. Brenda Ann Buckley has joined the
faculty of The Lirsuline School, where she is teaching
Spanish full time. In the field of higher education, Sr.
Bridget Puzon was invited by the Center for Religion,
Ethics, and Culture at Holy Cross College to serve as

a consultant for a project praposal on developing a
national faculty seminar on theology and religion.
Bridget was also the speaker at the Mount 5t. Ursula
Faculty/Staff Retreat on December 12, encouraging

her listeners to carry forward the great tradition of
education they have inherited at MSLL

Sr. Patricia Schifini, teacher and Coordinator of the
Peer Ministry program at TUS, is also Vocation Director
for the province’s Pre-Candidacy Program. She has
represented us at Vocation Directors” meetings in New
York and California, and hosted a National Religious
Vocation Conference, Reglon Il meeting at the Province
Center.,

SPREADING THE WORD in persan, Sr. Jane Mennis,
who worked in the North Country for nineteen vears,
returned there at the invitation of the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith 1o preach at the Sunday Masses
in St. Patrick’s Church, Brasher Falls, NY. Jane spoke
about Ursuline service abroad, including her own in
Creece, She is now teaching at the Adult Learning
Center in New Rochelle and volunteering at the
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility.

Invited to take part in Fordham University's Sixth
Annual International Symposium on Refounding
Educational Leadership, Sr. Kathleen Finnerty,

e e

Rochelle™ was published in The Westchester
Historian. An article about Sr. Claire Smith,
“Facing the Challenge: Rolling Out for Peace and
Justice,” appeared in CNRE'S alumnae magazine,
Quarterly. Sr. Nancy Malone dicd a series of

four articles on the Haly Spirit for The American
Cathohc. And in two separate issues of the
Ursuline publication Angefa Alive, 5r. Maryellen
Keefe wrate on celibacy, and Sr. Marian Bohen
wrate on her years-long work as graduate
teacher and coordinator of educational programs at

the Sing Sing Correctional Facility. Now in Chicago as
a member of an Ursuline interprovincial community,
Marian has been certified as a volunteer in the prison at
Joliet, IL

And very much to the point of this issue of Bylines, Sr.
Thérese MocMahon, teacher/librarian at Our Lady of
Mercy Schoaol in the Bronx, has written A Histary of the
Academy of Mount 5t Ursula, available through the
MSU Development Office (718.733.6242),

St. Angela Is on the Move

St Angela is on the mave, On October 16, 2005,
Sr. Mary Jane Robershaw’s
sculpture, “Angela of
Desanzano,” a fifty-nine inch
bronze replica of the original
African mahogany statue
was installed in Ursuline
Academy, Santa Rosa, CA,

in celebration of the 125th
anniversary of the Ursulines’
arrival, Another bronze
replica has been placed in
thee Uirsuline Generalate in
Rome, anticipating in 2007
the 200th anniversary of 5t
Angela’s canonization.
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THANK YOU,
DEAR FRIENDS

wru were delighted to share Christmas this year
with all our Ursuline friends thmug]\ our fra-
ditional Christmas ornament exhange. The response
was wionderiul,

To aceonmmaodate all the omaments received we fced-
ed three different trees! We were very pleased to hang
them on trees in the main parlor, the dining room and

JUBILARIANS

Hlease woin us and our jubilirians in thanking God

for thesr many years of fathiul serace

Firit Profession  Mame Commumity
75 years FF k] loan Mane Claris Hestford Park
G0 193 Lesrerta Shanakan Andnus
Myears  OROGY36 My Gerald Carmal Andrus
DA 934 jare L Riry S Teeaa’s
B0 years 0 17 P wne ity St Terena'y
50 years L& T56 Tereia Byrre Falcne
I & ThE Therews Fop dge Harron
(L Ahce Mane Lsordang Liradery

O & 1856 franne Farmadion Wilrengon
Ol & 1956 Eathieer KTl 5 (ermi’s
QAN 956 Mary |o Lpans 50 Terean’
Q11 & 1956, Pancy Falons ity lelars
O &SR Shaily [Murphy S Angela’s

the Chapel. The messages sent were very moving
many were heartfelt expressions of love and peace.
As each ornament was hung we offered prayers of
thanksgiving for the joy you bring to our lives and for
your special intenbions.

After Christmas your ormaments were given to the
sisters at Andrus for their continued prayers.

May you enjoy peace and
prosperity this New Year.

REQUIESCANT IN PACE

Wit also ask vour prayers
for the repose of the souls of cur Sisters
Gertrude Mare Krug
(July 23, 1911 - August 3, 2005)
Jear Mare Casey
1906 - October 24, 2005)
Elzabath | hekrdoe I_'Ju'l;.l-H

(September |, 1910 - Dacamber 3, 2005)

(Jarnsary
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Lirsuline Provancialate
Drevelopment Office
I 338 Morth Avenue
MNew Rochelle, MY 10804-2121

Return service requested

Should you wish to write
o the sisters at Andrus,
the address is:

Lirsuline Marian Community
Andrus on Hudson
185 Old Broadway
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
10706

A Mission of Servic

FROVIMNCE MISSION STATEMENT

We, Lirsuslines of the Eastorn Province of the United Stabes, ans woimen religious
oy am ndemationad community, wnibed by the vision and spivit of our foundnss, St
Angela horici

Impelled by derp personal love for jesus Cheist, Angela sought in a fife of prayer
anel action to being peoprle from all segrments of society 1o a desper love of God
arf one anathes,

e dollonw .Ang-r,lq in thi service ol the eaalold love, YWhile we congjiua 8o
proclaim the Gospel in our rasdifional work af education, we welcome the call of
the: Spirit fo new ministries,

In restporse b thie peeds of our thmes, we commiit oursebaes, in both our lile and
our work, 1o solidarity with this poar; 1o the pumsuit of justice for all, especially
women; and 1o collaboration with the ity

A commmamity that values both tradition and progress, we mone into the future
with courage and with trust in Giod.

*
;‘ -

Vision for Change




