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During the past year the Ursulines of the Irish 
Union have been in discernment about the 
possibility of joining the Roman Union of 

Ursulines. A step in this process is a visit by a delegate 
of the General Government of the Roman Union 
Ursulines. I was privileged to be asked to visit the 
Kenyan Region of the Irish Union.
As I travelled the roads and visited the sisters of the 
Kenyan Region, I imagined the four Ursulines from 
Sligo, Ireland making this journey in 1957. The sisters 
were asked to participate in the missionary endeavors 
of the St. Patrick’s Society, Kiltegan, Ireland. From 
the earliest days the sisters responded to the pressing 
needs before them—opening clinics, schools for girls 
and evening classes in sewing and knitting for women. 
The ministries were carried on with the conviction that 

God, who had drawn them to this place, would fulfill 
his purpose through them. 
The story of over fifty years in Kenya is a story of 
faith and courage, of change and innovation. Today 
the Ursuline Mission in Kenya is being carried on by 
young, enthusiastic sisters in the spirit of St. Angela 
Merici. There are thirty-two professed sisters and 
seven in the formation house.
St. Angela and her companions responded to the needs 
of their times. The Kenyan sisters, reflecting this legacy, 
are engaged in education, health care, social services, 
pastoral work. The work with the children, victims of 
and orphaned by the AIDS epidemic, touched my heart. 
A unique approach to this crisis is the work of Children 
of God Relief Institute which established Numbani 
Village where grannies provide for the orphaned 
children in a village setting. The children attend school 
from kindergarten to high school. The youngest come 
knowing their tribal language and are taught Swahili 
and English, the two national languages. The clinic 
monitors the health needs of the residents. 
An innovative program in Kitui is St. Columba’s 
Technical Training College with a mission to facilitate 

MEETING THE IRISH UNION 
IN KENYA

by Jane Finnerty, O.S.U.

 (Cont. p. 2)

Above: Novices and Postu-
lants, Formation House, 
Nairobi. Right: Kitale 
Forest School students 
surround Sister Jane.



FROM THE EDITOR

It is with sadness that we 
let you know of the passing 
of Sisters Mary Ellen Smith, 
Marcia Kimball, Stephanie 
Wilson and most recently, Anne 
Curry.  Mary Ellen passed away 
on July 20th, 2016 at Andrus on 
Hudson and Marcia Kimball on  

the 6th of August at Calvary Hospital in the Bronx. 
Stephanie died on March 29th at Andrus and Anne 
Curry passed away on April 14th, Good Friday, 
also at Andrus. Their obituaries can be found on 
the Ursuline web site osueast.org. May they rest 
in peace.
Forgive our short hiatus as we welcomed Sara 
Gunn, the new Director of Development. We’re 
grateful for the enthusiasm she brings to the Bylines 
editorial board. Sara wants to hear from Bylines 
readers. Please drop her a note or you can reach 
her at the Development Office at 914-712-0068 or 
at sara.gunn@osueast.org.
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AN AFRICAN VISIT Cont. from p.1

Above left: Sr. Lilian Awour, Head Teacher at Nymbani 
Village Primary School, Kitui. 
Above right: Sr. Teresia Muhuhu, Bishop Dominic Kimen-
gich, Sr. Veronica Kavutha, Sr. Jane Finnerty. Bishop 
Kimengich was at a peace conference with pastoral workers 
and bishops from Rwanda and Somalia at the St. Teresa 
Pastoral Center.

holistic, quality education with emphasis on life and 
work skills. The students proudly showed their work 
in the Fashion Design and Garment Making Program. 
At the school in Kitale I was struck by the graffiti on the 
classroom door “knowledge is power”. The Ursulines 
who are serving as principals, head teachers and 
teachers, through their educational ministries from 
pre-K through secondary school, are eager to provide 
the best education possible for the young people who 
attend schools. In difficult situations where food is 
scarce and water is treasured, they are unrelenting in 
providing for the children in their care.
When saying good-bye, St Angela’s words, “Be bound 
by the bonds of love.” came to mind. The sisters and 
the people I met in Kenya found a place in my heart. I 
am grateful to have had this experience and I unite in 
prayer with our sisters of the Irish Union of Ursulines 
as they continue their discernment.

Mass of Thanksgiving 
In gratitude for your generosity and in celebration 

of your friendship the Ursuline Sisters invite you to 
a Mass of Thanksgiving in the Ursuline Province 

Center Chapel followed by a reception 
Saturday,  June 17, 2017 at 4 pm. 

RSVP by June 5, 2017 to sara.gunn@osueast.org 
or 914-712-0068

A student in the Fashion Design and Garment 
Making Program shows the evening wear she is 
making as part of her final exam.
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NEWS & NOTES continued on p. 6 

Sister Vera Marie de 
Wolff, a former mem-
ber of the Eastern 

Province and now of the 
Austrian-Slovene Province, 
recalls how the Ursuline 
motto “Serviam” was a motivating force in her decision 
to become an Ursuline. Serviam has become a backdrop 
to her years of teaching, working closely with students 
and alumnae, refugees and victims of war.
Ellen de Wolff was born in Germany during the Nazi 
years to Jewish parents who were not religious. Their 
children were baptized as Catholics. As baptism did 
not protect Jewish converts, the de Wolff family fled. 
Her father was employed by General Motors which 
moved the endangered family to Alexandria, Egypt 
when Ellen was seven. The encroaching war in North 
Africa necessitated another move to Bombay, India. By 
the time she was a teenager, the war in Asia necessitated 
another move, to the US, where Mr. de Wolff worked 
for General Motors on Long Island and Ellen attended 
a public high school. The proximity of the College of 
New Rochelle to her home solidified her decision to 
enroll.
At CNR, she found a welcoming community. Her 
housemother was the young Mother Judith Meitzelfeld 
(CNR ’42), German like herself, who became a life-long 
friend. Sr. Vera Marie was intrigued by the many happy 
young Ursulines in her classes. Eventually, Ellen began 
to think about joining them. To consider this serious 
decision, her parents asked her to return to Germany 
when she graduated to work with displaced persons 
and the Catholic War Relief services. 
Two years later, she entered the Ursuline novitiate in 
Beacon, NY. Once professed, Sr. Vera Marie taught high 
school English in Ursuline academies—in Bethesda, 
MD, Wilmington, DE, and Malone, NY. In Wilmington, 
she helped a young woman who had recently converted 
to Catholicism and who was considering becoming 
an Ursuline. That deep friendship and bond with Sr. 
Sandy Wardell continues.
In 1965, she moved to Austria where Mother Judith 
Meitzelfeld had relocated. There Sr. Vera Marie 

was placed in charge of the boarders in Vienna and 
Salzburg Ursuline schools. Some of the boarders were 
just ten years old and she endeared herself to them. 
She accompanied them on activities from skiing to 
dancing classes. She remains close friends with several 
former students. 
After Vatican II, as Ursulines became less cloistered, 
Sr. Vera Marie appreciated new opportunities for 
“Serviam”. In Salzburg she participated in the first 
ecumenical meetings of the charismatic movement. 
She also served as chair of the Austrian Conference of 
Sisters of varied congregations. 
Sr. Vera Marie now lives in Salzburg where Ursulines 
have served since the 17th century. The recent influx of 
refugees coming through Austria from Syria, Iran, and 
Afghanistan has given the Ursulines of Salzburg the 
opportunity to serve them in several ways; many join 
the Sisters for lunch.
Reflecting on her unusual life Sr. Vera Marie states 
that although teaching was the sole apostolate of 
the Ursulines she joined in 1955, it was the spirit of 
“Serviam” that attracted her and which has continued 
to enrich her life. “It has been a great life!”

Serviam
for Life

by Martha 
Counihan, O.S.U.

St. Teresa’s commu-
nity invited sisters 
and associates to 
celebrate the feast 
of St. Angela with 
them. Mass and 
dinner were enjoyed 
by many guests. 
Here, Associate 

Jean Barret Colligan and her daughter Mary are 
greeted by Sr. Ann Peterson.
Sr. Sandy Wardell returned to the US briefly during 
January but has returned to her work with the Zulus 
in South Africa.  An article on her experiences will be 
included in the next issue of Bylines. 

In February, Sr. Anne 
Therese Dillen exhibi-
ted her paintings at the 
New Rochelle City Hall in 
an exhibition sponsored 
by the New Rochelle 
Council on the Arts. In 
April Anne had a one 

woman show at Larchmont Art Gallery in downtown 
Larchmont.   

Sr. Vera Marie de Wolff, OSU
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SERVIAM HEIGHTS 
SERVES THE COMMUNITY
by Rosanna Viera, Senior Project Manager 
at Fordham-Bedford Housing Corporation

LEADERSHIP TEAM ELECTED

Serviam Heights is the project of the Fordham-
Bedford Housing Corporation to repurpose the 
former Ursuline convent property in the Bronx 

to provide low-income housing for seniors, veterans 
and families. The Academy of Mount St. Ursula is still 
a vibrant part of this storied, four city block complex as 
it has been since 1892.
The project’s name, “Serviam”, reflects the shared mis-
sion of service to the community. 
The Fordham-Bedford Housing Corporation is cel-
ebrating its 35th anniversary of providing affordable 
housing where the need is greatest. In the Bronx, the 
poorest of the 62 counties/boroughs in New York 
State, 30.7% live in poverty. 
Serviam Heights is the third phase of a project that in-
cludes the development of a new nine-story apartment 
complex for low-income seniors. The former convent 
building includes 57 apartments. The chapel, now a 
senior community center, connects to the newly estab-
lished 140-unit building adjacent to Bainbridge Avenue.
The makeover included a restored stucco exterior, 
cleaned stonework, and a new roof. The iconic statue of 
St. Ursula still greets those passing the former convent. 
Serviam Heights, like Serviam Towers and Serviam 
Gardens, will include green features. Enterprise Green 
Communities has helped with compact light fixtures, 
low-emissive argon-filled windows, energy-saving ap-
pliances, efficient boilers, elevators and low-flow wa-
ter fixtures. Rain harvesting will irrigate the landscape. 
Residential candidates qualifying for the Section 8 
Housing subsidies come from a waitlist of the New 
York City Housing Authority. 

The Serviam development project is a product of lo-
cal leaders partnering with the Ursulines to provide 
residents with safe, secure, and affordable housing. 
Councilman Ritchie Torres has garnered $500,000 for 
the development of Serviam Heights slated to open in 
February, 2018.

Left: The construction site. 
Below: The former Ursuline Bedford Park Convent with re-
stored and painted stucco, stonework and new energy effi-
cient windows. 

On February 4th, at the Province Center, the 
new Leadership Team was elected. From left to 
right they are: standing, Maureen Welch, Jane 
Finnerty, Provincial, Brenda Buckley; seated, 
Ann Peterson and Patricia Russell. Their term 
of office began on May 1, 2017.
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According to a recent study, learning a new 
skill not only maintains brain health but can 
actually improve it lessening one’s chances 

of becoming one of the 5.2 million people who have 
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia. 

The Gerontological 
Society of America 
described how 
older adults with 
extensive training 
on the iPad tablet 
showed greater 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
in how fast they 
could think, and 
in their episodic 
memory, which 
is the recollection 
of events and 
experiences that          
occurred at a par-
ticular time and 
place. 

This study supports a 2010 claim of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. An intervention that delays progression 
towards Alzheimer’s disease by five years would 
reduce the rate of national diagnosis by nearly 45%, 
resulting in very significant health and financial 
benefits. 
Many Ursuline Sisters in the Eastern Province are 
within the same age group as those in the study. What 
if we could provide them with an iPad and teach 
them how to use the tablet to help maintain, and even 
improve, their cognitive abilities?  
If you would like to help purchase an iPad for one 
of our Sisters or if you want more information about 
this initiative, please contact Sara Gunn, Development 
Director, at 914-712-0068 or sara.gunn@osueast.org. 

Sara Gunn has been 
the Director of Deve-
lopment for the Ursuline 

Sisters of the Eastern Province 
since August, 2016. 

Sara comes to the Ursulines 
from her previous role as 
Senior Manager, Relay for Life 
with the American Cancer 
Society where she developed 
an extensive background in non-profit income 
development, communications and management. 
Over the past 20 years, together with hundreds of staff 
and volunteers, she helped raise $15 million.

In the last six months, Sara has led initiatives such as 
updating the Province website and converting to a 
new donor database called eTapestry. This database 
enables us to communicate more effectively with our 
supporters especially through Email. We can thank 
and acknowledge our donors in a more timely fashion. 

Sara has also extended the presence of the Ursulines 
of the Eastern Province on social media including 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. In a new video series, 
“Voices of Angela,” Sara has captured the ministry 
stories of eight Ursuline Sisters and one Ursuline 
Associate and plans to record as many stories as 
possible. 

Sara’s main goal is to enhance existing outreach 
efforts and develop new opportunities such as mobile 
fundraising which enables contributions from any 
mobile device. An online auction is being considered 
for the Fall. The iPad initiative is described in this issue 
of Bylines.

To date, Sara has submitted over $100,000 in grant 
requests for capital improvements to modernize 
the elevator at the Province Center as well as the 
Information Technology capacity for the Province 
Center. The Development Department is continuing 
the successful appeals including the Christmas Card 
and the May Calendar mailing which have raised 
$127,793 with a 13% increase in new donations. The 
donor Mass of Thanksgiving will be held on June 17th 
at the Province Center Chapel. 
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WELCOME NEW DIRECTOR 
OF DEVELOPMENT

Sister Maria Rosa Deiso holding a 
new iPad.

BUILD 
BRAIN 

HEALTH 
ONE iPad 

AT A TIME
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PROVINCE MISSION 
STATEMENT

We, Ursulines of the Eastern Province of 
the United States, are women religious 
in an international community, united 
by the vision and spirit of our foundress, 
St. Angela Merici.

Impelled by deep personal love for Jesus 
Christ, Angela sought in a life of prayer 
and action to bring people from all 
segments of society to a deeper love of 
God and one another.

We follow Angela in the service of this 
twofold love. While we continue to 
proclaim the Gospel in our traditional 
work of education, we welcome the call 
of the Spirit to new ministries.

In response to the needs of our times, 
we commit ourselves, in both our life 
and our work, to solidarity with the 
poor; to the pursuit of justice for all, 
especially women; and to collaboration 
with the laity.

As a community that values both 
tradition and progress, we move into 
the future with courage and with trust 
in God.

NEWS AND NOTES continued

Sr. Velarci Coutinho da Cruz from Ilheus, 
Brazil is staying for three months with St. Teresa’s 
community in order to learn English. Her teachers 
are Sisters Mary Alice Duggan and Sheila 
Campbell (pictured here with Velarci). Velarci is 
preparing to go to Rome for a meeting of young 
sisters at which English will be the language used.

Recently Sr. Marie-Celine Miranda was visited by two former pupils 
from Wenzao University. Marie-Celine taught at Wenzao in Kaohsing, 
Taiwan in 1967-68 the second year of the school’s existence. At that time 
this new Ursuline college specializing in language numbered some 400 
girls. Today it is a recognized co-ed university numbering over 9000 
students. In the photograph, 
next to Marie-Celine on the right 
is Joyce Wang and on the left, 
Lucy Huang, her former pupils. 
Visiting with them was Joyce’s 
sister Jackie Hsiao. Another of 
Marie-Celine’s students and one 
of Jackie and Joyce’s classmates 
was Mother Cecilia Wang, the 
current Mother General of the 
Ursulines of the Roman Union.
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